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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY

Oak Park Public Safety Citizen Academy Returning May 1
Innovative community policing strategy strengthens bond between police and residents
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

APRIL 8, 2019

OAK PARK, MI – The City of Oak Park’s Public Safety Department is proud to announce that
it is bringing back its popular Citizen Academy this spring. Starting May 1, the Academy runs
every Wednesday in May through May 29, from 6:00pm to 9:00pm. Participation for Oak Park
residents is free, although registration is required.
Started in 2015, the Academy is one of many strategies used by the Oak Park Public Safety
Department in the name of community policing. The Academy is meant for “citizens who would
like a better understanding of the day-to-day operations of a police/fire department.” The goal of
the Academy is to strengthen relationships between the City’s Public Safety Officers and its
residents. Members of the local media are invited to participate as well.
“The Oak Park Public Safety Department has always had an outstanding relationship with the
residents of Oak Park,” says Public Safety Director Steve Cooper. “Our Citizen Academy is
another wonderful example of how we strive to develop and build positive relations with those
whom we serve. I could not imagine working in a better community.”
Registration for the Academy is open until Friday, April 12. In the Academy, participants will
learn about law and order procedures, crime scene investigation practices, and dispatch
operations. Further, participants will have the option of going through the Firearm Training
Simulator, or FATS, one of the only simulators of its kind in Metro Detroit. Overall, those who
participate in the Academy get to see what it’s like being an Oak Park Public Safety Officer so
that they can gain a better appreciation for the work they do.
“This program works conjointly with many of our other Public Safety programs to build strong
foundations throughout our community,” says City Manager Erik Tungate. “The things we do in
terms of innovation are leading to lower crime rates and the development of better
communication channels between our officers and our residents.”
More information on Oak Park’s Citizen Academy, including the registration application, can be
found here.
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About:
Situated within the southeast corner of Oakland County, the City of Oak Park has a long history
of being an integral, inner-ring suburb of Detroit. With approximately 30,000 residents in 5.16
square miles, we pride ourselves on the richness of our cultural diversity and our safe, secure
neighborhoods.
Contact:
Colton Dale
City of Oak Park
Community Engagement and Development Specialist
(248) 691-7589
cdale@oakparkmi.gov
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