City of oak park
SMALL BUSINESS façade IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
Statement of purpose
The Small Business Façade Improvement Program is a grant-based initiative available to qualifying property owners within the City of Oak Park for the purposes of restoring, improving and revitalizing building frontages and storefronts. The intention is that such reinvestment activity will enhance the character of the City while promoting its diverse and vibrant qualities.
Program Funding & Eligibitly
[bookmark: _GoBack]This program is administered through the department of Community and Economic Development (DCED) and operates through a reimbursement process once costs incurred by the applicant have been verified by the DCED. The grant is a 50% grant match up to maximum of $2,500 per fiscal year.  The conditions dictating eligibility are outlined as follows;
1. The property owner must present proof of ownership of the building in question or a notarized letter of consent from the property owner confirming agreement in regards to the proposed renovations.
2. The applicant must provide architectural drawings of the proposed renovations, two current photos of the building and at least two bids for the work to be completed from independently licensed and insured contractors.
3. Any applicant with standing zoning violations or unpaid taxes on the property in question will be disqualified from participating.  
4. Eligibility will be limited to commercial and industrial properties. In order for improvements to qualify they must adhere to standing zoning ordinances and the stipulated 8 Mile Boulevard Association Design Guidelines as set forth by the DCED. Acceptable activities include;
a. The repair, installation, or replacement of entrances, doors, windows, architectural detail or awnings
b. The removal, repair, or replacement of building signage
c. The restoration or replacement of architectural features via lighting enhancements and painting
d. The cleaning, installation, or repair of masonry, stone or tile on the building façade
5. The following restoration activities are ineligible;
a. Any improvements to the building interior
b. The repair or replacement of sidewalks
c. Any repairs or restorations on the roof of the building
d. Repairs and restorations done to parking lots
e. Landscaping changes or restorations
f. Any activity required via City Zoning Ordinances
6. Expenditures eligible for reimbursement include the following;
a. Architectural design fees from a licensed firm (related to faced improvements only)
b. All expenditures and costs directly related to the construction phase
7. Expenditures ineligible for reimbursement include the following;
a. Fees associated with obtaining necessary permits or licenses to complete proposed renovations
b. Fees associated with work completed by applicant, or an applicant’s family member
Steps and Procedure
1. Property owner or tenant completes application and submits all necessary documentation as stipulated above
2. The DCED reviews the application to verify that the property in question is good standing in regards to all applicable property taxes and zoning ordinances. This review will also include a verification that the proposed renovations are consistent with the design standards put forth by the DCED.
3. The DCED submits the applicant’s proposal and application to City Council for approval.
4. Upon approval, the applicant proceeds with the construction process.
5. Once applicant completes the construction process, all paid receipts of eligible expenditures incurred during the renovation are submitted to DCED for review.
6. Subsequent to a favorable review of submitted expenditures, the applicant receives a grant as reimbursement for 50% the approved façade improvement.
Conditions
· Renovations cannot begin until approval has been gained from the DCED
· All work must be completed within 6 months of approval
· Any non-compliance in regards to building codes and zoning violations incurred during the construction phase must be rectified prior to the applicant’s submission of paid receipts for reimbursement review. 
