
CITY OF OAK PARK PLANNING COMMISSION 
JANUARY 11, 2016 

MINUTES 
 

Meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m., in the City Council Chambers, Oak Park City Hall, 
14000 Oak Park Boulevard, Oak Park, Michigan, by Vice Chairperson Brown and roll call was 
made. 
 
PRESENT: Vice Chairperson Brown 

Commissioner Burns 
    Commissioner Eizelman  

Commissioner McClellan  
Commissioner Seligson 
Commissioner Tkatch 

    Commissioner Walters-Gill 
      
ABSENT: Chairperson Torgow 

Commissioner Tungate 
 
OTHERS PRESENT: City Planner, Kevin Rulkowski 
 Community & Economic Development Director, Kimberly Marrone 

Recording Secretary, Cherilynn Brown 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA OF JANUARY 11, 2016 

The agenda was approved by general consensus. 
 
   
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 9, 2015 - APPROVED 

 
MOTION by Eizelman, SECONDED by McClellan, to approve the Planning 
Commission meeting minutes of November 9, 2015, as submitted. 
 
VOTE:      Yes: All 
 No:  None   
MOTION CARRIED 

 
 
COMMUNICATIONS/CORRESPONDENCE: None. 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 
A. Public Hearing to receive comments on proposed text amendment to Article XII, PCD, 

Planned Corridor Development District.  The proposed text amendment to the PCD 
District would allow for health, fitness and exercise clubs as a permitted use in the 
PCD, Planned Corridor Development District.  

 
Vice Chairperson Brown referenced City Planner Rulkowsi’s report, dated January 6, 2016: 
 

A Public Hearing has been scheduled for the January meeting to hear public comments on a 
proposed change to the PCD District to allow for health, fitness and exercise clubs as a 
permitted use in the PCD, Planned Corridor Development District.   The request comes from 
representatives of the Parkwoods Plaza shopping center located at the southeast corner of 
Ten Mile and Coolidge Highway.  The shopping center is working with a nationally known 
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health and fitness center that would like to locate within the shopping center.  Currently this 
type of use if not currently permitted in the PCD District.   
 
The proposed change would amend the PCD District, Section to add:   
 
I. Health, fitness and exercise clubs. 

 
If the proposed Zoning Ordinance text amendment is acceptable to the Planning 
Commission the Department of Community & Economic Development recommends 
approving the proposed text amendment to the PCD District regulations. 

 
Mr. Brown opened the public hearing at 7:32 p.m. 

 
Arther Itkis, on behalf of the ownership of Parkwoods Plaza, is asking the City to consider 
fitness clubs as a permitted use in a PCD District, noting Planet Fitness is interested in utilizing 
35,000 square feet of the former Farmer Jack site. 
 
Bryan Rief, Planet Fitness, explained the end cap space on the north side of the building would 
be used for the fitness club, with the remaining space predicted to be used by another national 
chain. Both spaces are anticipated to be built out at the same time.  Mr. Rief indicated the 
Planet Fitness in Oak Park will be the largest in the metro Detroit area, and will be open 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. 
 
City Planner Rulkowski clarified hours of operation are not restricted in the PCD District. 
 
Mr. Brown closed the public hearing at 7:39 p.m. 

 
 
B. Planning Commission action on proposed text amendment that would allow for 

health, fitness and exercise clubs as a permitted use in the PCD, Planned Corridor 
Development District. 
 
MOTION by Seligson, SECONDED by McClellan, based on the information presented in 
the Planning Division Report, and additional findings of fact discussed during the public 
hearing, to approve the proposed text amendment to the PCD District regulations as 

presented. 
 
Yes: Brown, Burns, Eizelman, McClellan, Seligson, Tkatch, Walters-Gill 
No:  None   
 
MOTION CARRIED  

 

 
CONSENT AGENDA:  No Items Eligible This Month 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: None 
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NEW BUSINESS:  

 
1. Proposed text amendment to PTRED, Planned Technical, Research, Education 

Development District to allow for renovation of historical buildings into additional 
uses. 

 
Mr. Brown referenced City Planner Rulkowsi’s report, dated January 6, 2016: 
 

The Department of Community and Economic Development is requesting a text amendment 
to the PTRED, Planned Technical, Research, Education Development District to prepare for 
the possible renovation of a historical building in that district.  The uses that are being 
contemplated are restaurants serving alcohol, museums, and performing arts centers.  
There are currently two properties zoned PTRED in the city. 
 
The following language would be added to the PTRED District:  

Sec. 1101. - Permitted uses.  

I. Renovation of historical buildings into restaurants serving alcohol (subject to Section 
1930), museums and performing arts centers.  The determination of a historical 
building will be made on the opinion of the planning commission based on findings of 
fact. 

 
The process for approval of text changes to the Zoning Ordinance requires a Public Hearing 
to be scheduled.   It is the recommendation of the Department of Community and Economic 
Development that the Planning Commission schedule a Public Hearing for the February 8, 
2016, regular meeting. 

 
 

MOTION by Eizelman, SECONDED by McClellan, to schedule a public hearing for the 

February 8, 2016, regular meeting to receive public comment on the proposed text 
amendment to the PTRED, Planned Technical, Research, Education Development District. 
 
Yes: Brown, Burns, Eizelman, McClellan, Seligson, Tkatch, Walters-Gill 
No:  None   
 
MOTION CARRIED  

 
Mr. Brown commented he would like some defined standards for a historical building. Mr. 
Rulkowski explained the intent is more a recognition of historical interest rather than a 
declaration as a historic building. 
 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION – from members only  

 
Mr. Brown asked about the status of the former Kmart property, and Community and Economic 
Development Director Marrone replied there has been no movement to date, but marketing 
activities are ongoing. 
 
Ms. Marrone reported completion of the FedEx building is anticipated by the end of January. 
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Mayor Pro Tem Burns asked about the status of Pay Beny. Ms. Marrone explained the new 
location did not include “pawn shop” on their sign, and Mr. Nanda has not registered further 
complaints. 
Ms. Marrone announced a new restaurant chain, Captain Jays, is coming soon to Nine Mile at 
Coolidge. Captain Jays offers fresh fish cooked on site and a small grocery store. 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: None 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, Vice Chairperson Brown adjourned the meeting at 8:00 p.m. 
 
 

 

       
Cherilynn Brown, Recording Secretary 


