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Meeting of the Oak Park Ethnic Advisory Commission 

7 PM Thursday, April 14, 2016 

Oak Park Community Center 
 

Minutes 
 

  

 Meeting called to order at 7:09pm and roll call was completed, no quorum at this time. 

  

PRESENT:    Juanita Bell, Reatha Richmond, Sudha Chandra Sekha, Avi Snider 

  Lonnie Tabb Upshaw, Carla Wallace 

   Ex-officio Members:  

              Mayor Pro Tem Carolyn Burns, Vicky Brooks, Staff Liaison 

 

ABSENT: Vice-Chairperson Carl Allwood, Leona Burns, Mattie Boylin, Christopher Davis, Tina 

Baker, Anita Warner 

Ex-officio Members:  

Mayor Marian McClellan, Councilmember Kiesha Speech,  

Councilmember Solomon Radner, Councilmember Kenneth Rich 

 

   

 COMMUNICATIONS: 

   

 None to report 

   

      DISCUSSION: 

 

World Dance Day – 

We discussed the performers and our roles and responsibilities for World Dance Day.  Commissioners 

Bell and Snider will not be available. Commissioners Richmond, Sekha, Upshaw, and Wallace will be 

available to handle the tasks on hand on World Dance Day.  Vicky will ask the city if they can provide a 

photographer for the event.  Vicky brought flyers for us to distribute and we assigned areas for flyers to 

be distributed amongst the group that was present. 

 

 

School Partnership (Student Diversity Sub-committee) – 

Commissioner Snider is asking for ideas from the rest of the commission for this project. 

Commissioners learned that the schools have a curriculum that addresses diversity and that the MSTEP 

program taking place right now so it would not be a good time to approach them with this idea. 

Commissioner Bell and Snider will also come up with a mission statement in line with our current 

mission statement. Some barriers to getting students were possible after school jobs and our meeting 

being too late in the evening.  Vicky thoughts were to possibly utilize the students that are already in the 

Community Center for after school programs to be a part of our group.  
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Updates from Mayor Pro Tem Carolyn Burns 

In August Fed Ex Ground Distribution Center will open in the Greenfield/8 Mile area.  The Northgate 

Apartments has new owners and they will be investing 7 million dollars into the property.  The 9 mile 

reconstruction project is underway it will run from Coolidge to Ferndale on 9 mile road.   

 

Fundraising 

Commissioner Bell thought that the city should provide us with funds and Vicky informed us that we are 

expected to raise funds to support our events and etc. 

 

 

Call to Commissioners 

 

The next Summerfest meeting is April 27, 2016 at 7:00pm for those that are interested in attending. 

 

 

 ADJOURNMENT: 
 

 The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m.  
 


