
CITY OF OAK PARK, MICHIGAN 
SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING OF THE  

35TH OAK PARK CITY COUNCIL 
August 17, 2015 

6:00 PM 
 

 
AGENDA 

 
 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
 
2.  ROLLCALL 
 
3.  SPECIAL BUSINESS 
 

A. Interviews of Candidates for Appointment to City Boards and Commissions and 
Discussion of Reappointments 
 

6:00 p.m. 
1.  Benjamin Vineburg 
 Zoning Board of Appeals 1st choice 
 Planning Commission 2nd choice 
 
2. Larry Wilson 
 Beautification Advisory Commission 
 
3. Desmond Travis 
 Communications Commission 1st choice 
 Arts & Cultural Commission 2nd choice 
 

B. Consideration of Obsolete Property Rehabilitation Act Procedure and Guidelines 
for Tax Exemption Application 

 
4.  CALL TO THE AUDIENCE  
 

  Each speaker's remarks are a matter of public record; and the speaker, alone, is responsible for his  
  or her comments; the City of Oak Park does not, by permitting such remarks, support, endorse or  
  accept the content, thereof, as being true or accurate.  There is a three minute time limit per   
  speaker.  

    
5.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

BUSINESS OF THE CITY COUNCIL, OAK PARK, MICHIGAN 
 
AGENDA OF: Special Meeting, August 17, 2015   AGENDA # 3A 
 
SUBJECT:  Interviews with Applicants for City Boards and Commissions 
 
DEPARTMENT:  City Clerk 

 
SUMMARY: Eighteen vacancies currently exist on various City boards and 
commissions. Five residents have submitted applications. 
 
This packet has been compiled to assist you in the interview process and contains: 

 Chart of existing vacancies, including the number of vacancies on each board, 
the appointing authority for each board, and the applicants’ names and their 
expressed preference. 

 Copy of each candidate’s application. 
 Suggested interview questions, and enough copies for each applicant you will be 

interviewing so that you may take notes. 
 A copy of the current membership list for each board/commission for which a 

candidate is being interviewed. Information includes the number of members, the 
length of appointments, the meeting schedule, the qualifications for appointment 
and the function of the board. 

 
Please note, an application from Lynn Copeland is included in your packet. 
Unfortunately, Ms. Copeland is out of town for her father’s funeral and will not be 
available to interview until after August 19. 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: No action is recommended this evening. Council may 
choose to discuss the merits of each candidate and request that any appointments they 
would like to consider be placed on an upcoming agenda. 
 
APPROVALS: 
City Manager: _______________________ 
 
Department Director:__________________ 
 
Finance Director: __________________ 
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REQUESTS FOR APPOINTMENT
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Current  Vacancies 3 1 2 2 4 1 2 3 0

Appointing Authority C C C M C M C C C

Benjamin Vineburg 2 1

Larry Wilson 1

Desmond Travis 2 1

*Brian Brown

**Lynn Copeland 1 3

*First choice is Election Commission. Second choice is Library Board.

Neither has a vacancy and none are expected.

**Not available to interview due to death of father. Attending

funeral out of state. Back August 20.
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Applicant:  ___________________________  Date:  _______________  
 
Board(s)/Commission(s): _______________________________________  
 
 
 
 
Please tell us about yourself. 
 
 
 
 
Please outline your experience, expertise, interests, knowledge and skills.  
 
 
 
 
Please explain how your education, professional background or previous 
public service make you qualified for appointment to the 
Board/Commission. 
 
 
 
 
Tell us about any previous service on other boards or commissions.  
 
 
 
 
What in your opinion can be done to improve the City while recognizing the 
fiscal challenges the municipality is currently facing? 
 
 
 
 
Are there things that have been done in the past that you believe should 
have been done differently or, in the alternative, not at all? 
 
 
  



ARTS AND CULTURAL COMMISSION: 

11 Members & 2 Non-voting Members   
Appointments: 3-Year Terms 
Expiring: February 28 
Meetings: 3rd Wednesday Monthly - 7:00 PM - Community Center 
 

Qualifications: Registered voters. 
 
Function: 

A. Shall act solely as an advisory commission to City Council 

B. Shall consider, study and recommend plans for the development of citywide cultural 
programs 

C. Shall promote, coordinate and develop the performing and creative arts with the 
objective of bringing together the arts and the community 

D. Shall make recommendations for programming for cultural opportunities and 
experiences for the citizens of Oak Park and to facilitate communications with the 
Michigan Council for the Arts. 

E. Shall investigate possibilities of obtaining grants to aid their programs and make 
recommendations on available resources to Council. 

 

Member 
Term 

Expiration 
Notes 

VACANCY  Feb 2016 Hilarie Williams Resigned 

VACANCY Feb 2017 Syretta Lee resigned 

VACANCY Feb 2017 
Vacancy as result of death of 
Sally Winsen 

DeLashea Strawder 
14000 Vernon 

Feb 2016  

Dawn Sketch 
24241 Cloverlawn 

Feb 2016  

Sudha Chandra Sekhar 
24611 Seneca  

Feb 2018  

Michele Stevenson 
24140 Ridgedale 

Feb 2018  

Jeffrey Beyer 
23050 Meadowlark  

Feb 2018  

Ron Clegg 
21621 Ridgedale 

Feb 2017  

Teri McQueen 
22111 Church 

Feb 2017  

Denise Rome  
13646 Hart 

Feb 2018  

Mayor Marian McClellan 
Non-voting member 

Nov 2015  

Kimberly Marrone, Community & 
Economic Development Manager 
Non-voting member, Staff Liaison 

  

 



BEAUTIFICATION ADVISORY COMMISSION: 

19 Members  
Appointments: 3-Year Terms 
Expiring: February 28 
Meetings:  3rd Tuesday Monthly - 7:30 PM - Community Center 
 

Qualifications: Registered voters. 

Duties: The beautification advisory commission shall consider and advise the city council 
concerning any and all of the following matters: 

(1) Consider and propose programs which would improve the physical appearance of 
the community and implement such programs as may be approved by the city 
council. 

(2) Annually organize and carry out a short term campaign to encourage citizen 
participation in activities designed to beautify the city. 

(3) Consider and advise the city council on such other matters as may be referred to 
the commission by the city council. 

(4) Report blight to the code enforcement division of the department of technical and 
planning services. 

 
Member Term 

Expiration 
Notes 

VACANT Feb 2016  
Reatha Richmond (Chairperson)  
21641 Ridgedale 

Feb 2018  

Mattie Boykin 
21641 Kipling 

Feb 2018  

Santhia Guinn 
22190 Kenosha 

Feb 2018  

Angela Mitchell 
24320 Manistee 

Feb 2018  

Alice Reed 
23641 Cloverlawn 

Feb 2016  

Joyce Schulman 
14611 Sherwood Ct. 

Feb 2016  

Judy Simmons (Vice Chair)  
22140 Cloverlawn 

Feb 2016  

Hilarie Williams 
23570 Rosewood St 

Feb 2016  

Martha S. Wilburn 
20803 Kenosha 

Feb 2017  

Deborah Williamson 
10420 Dartmouth  

Feb 2017  

Andrea Stawis  
26190 Harding 

Feb 2017  

Lonnie K. Tabb-Upshaw 
21901 Parklawn 

Feb 2017  

Jason Deneau 
13120 Rosemary Blvd 
 

  



Beautification Advisory Commission  Page 2 

Harley Sherman 
14071 Manhattan 

Feb 2017  

Karen Davis-Harris 
24030 Blackstone 

Feb 2017  

Brinda Divine 
23041 Beverly St 

Feb  2017  

Danielle Fracassa 
8781 Saratoga  

Feb 2018  

Council Member Kiesha Speech 
21020 Kenosha St  

  

Director of Public Works Kevin Yee  
Non-voting member 

  

 



COMMUNICATION COMMISSION 

7 Members (Plus Ex Officio) 
Appointments: 3-Year Terms 
Expiring: February 28 
Meetings: 3rd Thursday in January, April, July, & October 
 

Qualifications: Residency 

Functions: 

(1) Provide policy, direction and oversight to strengthen the positive perception of Oak Park 
municipal government, and the City of Oak Park as a place to live, work, and shop. 

(2) Meet with groups and/or individuals who can offer program suggestions, provide 
program content, or assist in other ways to strengthen Oak Park Municipal Channel 
programming in order to meet the needs and desires of its audience. 

(3) To advise council and Public Information/IT Department of important information about 
municipal services, community events, and community development through cable 
television, social media, news releases, print media, and public relations. 

(4) Advise the city council and/or the city manager on the matters outlined in this section 
and other related matters as requested. 

(5) Perform advisory functions previously the responsibility of the cable television advisory 
commission as elsewhere set forth in this Code. 

 

Member Term 
Expiration 

NOTES 

VACANCY Feb 2018  
VACANCY Feb 2018  
Mattie Boykin 
21641 Kipling 

Feb 2016  

Nathan Peiss 
24610 Seneca 

Feb 2016  

Cheryl Weiss 
24101 Norwood 

Feb 2018  

Steven Gold 
15000 Leslie St 

Feb 2017  

Julie Edgar 
14731 Manhattan Place 

Feb 2017  

Council Member Kiesha Speech 
21020 Kenosha St  

Nov 2015  

Denise DeSantis 
Community Engagement Director 

 Staff Liaison  

 



PLANNING COMMISSION 

9 Members 
Appointments: 3-Year Terms 
Expiring: August 31 
Meetings: 2nd Monday of the Month – 7:30 PM - Council Chambers 
 
Qualifications: Qualified voter (1 member may be a non-Oak Park resident). Shall be 
representative of important segments of the community, such as the economic, governmental, 
educational, and social development of the local unit of government, in accordance with the 
major interests as they exist in the local unit of government, such as natural resources, 
recreation, education, public healthy, government, transportation, industry and commerce. The 
membership shall also be representative of the entire territory of the local unit of government to 
the extent practicable. 
 
Powers/Duties: A) Prepare and maintain a master plan for the physical development of the City; 
B) Review and make recommendations to Council regarding adoption of zoning ordinances and 
amendments; C) Review and make recommendations to Council regarding special land uses; 
D) Review and approve site plans; E) Review and make recommendations to Council regarding 
preliminary plat review of subdivisions; F) Prepare and maintain a six year capital improvements 
program; G) Conduct necessary public hearings as required by law. 
 
 

Member Term 
Expiration 

NOTES 

Gary Torgow-Chairperson 
14661 Ludlow 

Aug 2015  

Joe Brown 
13050 Burton 

Aug 2015  

VACANCY – liaison to ZBA Aug 2017 
Sherikia Hawkins resigned 
July 2015 because she 
moved out of Oak Park 

Marie Walters-Gill 
24520 Manistee 

Aug 2015  

Michael Eizelman 
25641 Colleen 

Aug 2016  

Howard Tkatch 
14631 Ludlow St 

Aug 2016  

City Manager Erik Tungate 
 

  

Mayor Marian McClellan 
14100 Balfour 

11-2015  

Council Member Michael M. Seligson 
14661 Balfour 

11-2015  

City Planner, Kevin Rulkowski 
Technical & Planning 

  

Kimberly Marrone,  
Community & Economic Development 

  

 



ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS: 

7 Members 
Appointments: 3-Year Terms 
Expiring: August 31  
Meetings: 4th Tuesday Monthly – 7:30 PM – Council Chambers 

 
Qualifications: Registered voter. Representative of the population distribution and of the various 
interests present in the City. 

Powers/Duties: Shall hear and decide questions that arise in the administration of the zoning 
ordinance, including the interpretation of zoning maps. Shall hear and decide appeals from and 
review any administrative order, requirement, decision, or determination made by an 
administrative official or body charged with enforcement of a zoning ordinance. 

 

Member Term 
Expiration 

NOTES 

Louis Landau-Chairperson 
24231 Gardner 

Aug 2018  

Sherman C. Barton 
24551 Manistee 

Aug 2018  

Jack Blumenkopf 
25961 Radclift 

Aug 2015  

VACANCY – Liaison from Planning 
Commission 

Aug 2017 
Sherikia Hawkins resigned July 
2015 because she moved out 
of Oak Park 

James Huston 
10000 Woodland Ct. 

Aug 2018  

Nathan Peiss 
24610 Seneca 

Aug 2015  

Solomon Radner 
26071 Radclift Pl 

Aug 2016  

City Planner Kevin Rulkowski   

Kimberly Marrone, Manager  
Community & Economic Development 
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