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OAK PARK  
RECYCLING & ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

 

MEETING MINUTES 
 
 

 
Meeting date: Thursday, 06/16/16   7 pm 

Location:  Oak Park Community Center  
 

 
 

In Attendance: 
Members Present: Paul Bannon, Jes Caswell, Clarissa Clemons,  

 Carolyn Davis, Denise Trombly  

Mayor Pro-Tem: Carolyn Burns 
Volunteer Naturalist: Doris Applebaum 

Guest: Joyce Bannon 
DPW Representative: Gary Shermetaro 

Members Absent: Al Lewis, Angela Mitchell, Rich Readus 
 

 
A) Meeting called to order at 7:09 pm by Commission Co Carolyn Davis  

 
B) Commission approved the minutes of the 4/21/16 meeting.  

 
C) Recap of the 4/23/16 Electronics recycling/Paper Shredding event. Carolyn Davis, Jes 

    Caswell and Denise Trombly volunteered their time at the event. Although resident turnout  
    was good it was slower than the same event last fall. The next Electronics Recycling event  

    is scheduled for September 18th.      

 
D) Recap of ‘Arbor Day” event at Frederick Douglass International Academy. Due to poor 

    weather conditions on April 29th, the event was rescheduled to May 6th. The 
    event was well attended by students, staff, Principal Faisel and many parents. Mayor  

    McClellan and several Oak Park Department Director were on hand. FDIA students planted 
    two trees in honor of Arbor Day.      

 
E) Sunflower Project Update – Gary Shermetaro explained that 4,000 sunflower plants and  

    10,000 sunflower seeds had been planted in 44 flower beds throughout the City. The beds 
    had previously been cut out and prepped by DPW staff. DPW staff along with volunteers 

    performed the plantings.      
 

F) July 4th Independence Day event – Denise Trombly, Paul Bannon and Doris Applebaum 
    volunteered to work the Recycle Commission table for a few hours.   

 

G) ‘Green Business Initiative’ – plans to send out a second mailing were tabled for the 
     August Commission meeting.  
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Open discussion: 

 
Mayor Pro Tem Carolyn Burns discussed many updates to the Oak Park website 

 
Denise Trombly asked if the Oak Park sign at 11 Mile / Greenfield was completed 

 
Clarissa Clemons asked when the contractor redoing Oak Park Boulevard would be back to 

complete the work.     
 

Gary Shermetaro communicated to the group that staff from DPW had just completed 
planting 60 trees throughout the City. 

 

 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:37 pm 

 
 


