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OAK PARK  
RECYCLING & ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

 

MEETING MINUTES 
 
 

 
Meeting date: Thursday, 04/21/16    7 pm 

Location:  Oak Park Community Center  
 

 
 

In Attendance: 
Members Present:  Paul Bannon, Clarissa Clemons, Carolyn Davis, Al Lewis, Angela 

Mitchell, Rich Readus, Denise Trombly 

Members Absent: Jes Caswell 
SOCRRA Representative: Karen Bever-Executive Assistant 

Mayor Pro-Tem:  Carolyn Burns 
DPW Representative:  Gary Shermetaro 

Guest:  Joyce Bannon, resident & wife of Paul Bannon 
 

 
A) Meeting called to order at 7:05 pm by Commission Chair Al Lewis  

 
B) Commission approved the minutes of the 2/18/16 meeting. The following correction was  

    noted and documented - fluorescent tubes are accepted by SOCRRA.  
 

C) SOCRRA Update: Karen Bever discussed Single Stream at SOCRRA; no SOCRRA tours after 
    August 1st; SOCRRA is working on a plan to finance the single stream conversion; grant 

    options are being looked at for containers that will go to about 270,000 SOCRRA 

    Community homes at a cost of almost five million dollars.  
 

D) Recap of ‘Lawn Care Seminar’ – an audience of about 50 people showed for the seminar;  
    this year nearly 80% of the audience were Oak Park residents; the Guest Speaker Gary 

    Eichen presented very good information and answered many questions. 
 

E) Sunflower Project – Gary Shermetaro explained details of the Sunflower Project, a 
    combination of nearly 15,000 seeds and/or plants will be placed throughout  

 
F) Electronics/Paper Recycling Event scheduled for April 23rd, Carolyn Davis, Denise Trombly* 

and Jess Caswell volunteered to help at the event. Vintage Tech is no longer the vendor for 
electronics, SOCRRA will collecting paper and electronic materials.  

 
G) The SOCRRA April Bin Blitz is currently going. Bins are on sale this month for $6. 

 

H) Haul Your Own Junk Away events – three events scheduled for 2016; this year the events 
    will run for three consecutive days, Friday to Monday, rather than 9 consecutive days.  

 
 
*As corrected on 6/16/2016. 
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I) Arbor Day 2016 scheduled to take place at Frederick Douglass International Academy 
on Friday, April, 29th 

 
Open discussion: 

 
Carolyn Davis expressed her interest in having the 2nd mailing to businesses 

that met the questionnaire criteria. This will be discussed at the next meeting. 
 

Karen Bever reported that the April 17th SOCRRA Earth Day event was a huge success. 
 

Denise Trombly asked if the tree on Gardner by Norrup School could be staked. 

 
Angela Mitchell asked about area students receiving credit for picking litter and for litter 

prevention activities. 
 

Clarissa Clemmoms asked why there were protestesters on Greenfield in front of the new 
Fed Ex property. 

 
Carolyn Burns gave updates on many activities happening in Oak Park: 

 -current status of FedEx building project 
 -the Loop complex (formerly Providence Green) current status 

 -Jefferson Oaks project 
 -Balfour Court new home project 

 -old WWJ building restaurant project       
 -Nine Mile redesign project 

 -Oak Park Corridor Improvement Authority (like a Downtown Development Authority) 

 
 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:29 pm 
 

 


